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PHILOSOPHY 

At Litchfield Middle School we show respect for cultural diversity within language while 
encouraging and pursuing formal and academic language communication.  We are 
focused on the development of effective communicators who are able to be productive 
citizens in a global society. 

This policy was created by teachers representing all subject groups and will be revised 
annually.  The Language Policy is shared in writing at the start of the school year with 
students and parents. 

 

PRACTICES 

Language and Literature 
Our language and literature program follows the Common Core standards while 
incorporating International Baccalaureate (IB) philosophy and the IB and Middle Years 
Programme (MYP) Language and Literature objectives. 
  
Second Language Acquisition (French and Spanish) 
In our focus on developing world communicators, all Litchfield students must be enrolled 
in a second language (Language 2).  Litchfield offers French and Spanish. In the 6th 
grade, students complete a semester in both French and Spanish and are then able to 
choose the language they wish to continue.  That language will be studied during their 
7th and 8th grade years. Students who demonstrate a more advanced proficiency in 
foreign language may be offered the opportunity to take foreign language for high 
school credit. 
  
Reading Practices 
Litchfield Middle School is dedicated to promoting  reading both for information and 
pleasure throughout its entire curriculum. Reading comprehension is embedded in each 
content area.  Practices to develop proficient readers include but are not limited to silent 
sustained reading (SSR), guided reading, word walls, graphic organizers, use of trade 



books, literary circles, research projects, authentic reading materials according to 
content, and leveled reading activities. 
  
 
Writing Practices 
Litchfield Middle School teachers implement writing across the curriculum.  Our 
teachers provide opportunities for students to write for personal expression as well as 
expository writing.  We engage our students in writing for meaningful purposes, 
including but not limited to academic writing, journaling, reflective writing, informational 
writing, and essays. Teachers provide effective feedback to foster writing development. 
  
Intensive Reading 
Litchfield Middle School provides a reading intervention class to students who are 
reading significantly below grade level.  Intervention specialists may work with 
classroom teachers to support and differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all 
learners. 
  

ORAL LANGUAGE 

Litchfield teachers model and encourage formal spoken language while being culturally 
sensitive to students’ backgrounds.  Teachers promote opportunities to demonstrate 
learning using spoken language by using approaches such as speeches, debates, 
drama, songs, sharing of creative work, and presentations. 

  

MOTHER TONGUE (Refers to a person’s first language) 

The majority of students at Litchfield Middle School are native English speakers.  Akron 
Public Schools as a district provides services and translators to students in need of 
additional resources. Teachers and counselors will refer students to these resources on 
an as needed basis.  

The media center has resources (books written in French and Spanish) available for 
circulation.  Parents are encouraged to donate books from their native countries for our 
Mother Tongue collection.  

 

SUPPORT SERVICES 



Teachers monitor reading and writing proficiency throughout the school year by a 
variety of assessments.  Teachers refer struggling students to counselors who solicit 
district support services to meet students’ individual needs. 

 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE CRITERIA 

● Qualifications for foreign language programs will be determined by state and 
district mandates for students with Individualized Education Plans.  

● Students who need additional instruction in English and Reading may be 
withheld from Foreign Language until grade level proficiency is achieved. 

 


